The RARS . 
EACTEN 


er 1996 Repeaters: 146.64-, 224.64-, 444.525+, 444.95+ BBS: 772-9176 


VORLDWIDE FRIENOS® 


Yet again, it starts at 7PM. H avea 


BIG RARS CHRISTMAS 
PARTY DECEMBER 3rd 


The Annual Big RARS Christmas Dinner will be 
held on December 3rd, at 7PM. Yes, just like last 
month, we're starting early. 

BRING Foon! 

Although RARS will be providing meats and 
beverages for the dinner, we need for RARS members 
to bring side dishes or deserts. Contact Pat KE4FCJ to 
coordinate these dishes (677-8320). 

There will be entertainment by "The Grains of 
Time", and a visit from the big jolly fellow from up 
north, and besides Rick KA3PSK, Santa may be there 
also. 

"The Grains of Time" are an excellent singing 
group from NCSU. Back in the dark ages of the mid- 
1970s, when their entrance requirements weren't so 
strict, EXCITER Editor Curt K4CP (the artist for- 
merly known as KD4YU) sang with them. But fear 
not, for I bring you good tidings of great joy... Curt 
WON'T be singing with them this time. 

So get in the Christmas spirit and party hearty 
with the RARS crowd on December 3rd. 


The RARS World Wide Web 
Homepage is 
http://rtpnet.org/~rars 


Doesn't he know what that'll do to his SWR? 


The Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. (RARS), founded 


in 1969, has grown to be one of the premier radio clubs in North- 


Carolina. Current membership is approximately 400. | 

The objectives of the club are to promote world wide friendship 
through Amateur Radio; to be of public service by providing radio 
communication in times of disaster, emergency, or civic need; to 
educate members in radio technique, and to assist in obtaining 
Amateur Radio licenses. 

All persons interested in Amateur Radio, currently licensed or 
not, are eligible to apply for membership to the club. 

Dues to the club are $18.00 per year (which runs from July 1 
to June 30). Applications for membership may be obtained from any 
of the officers named below; from the newsletter editor, named on 
the facing column; or at any RARS Meeting. 

Club meetings are held the first Tuesday of every month, 7:30 
PM, at Forest Hills Baptist Church, on the corner of Clark Avenue 
and Dixie Trail, just off of Hillsborough Street. 

In addition to the many social and special events, the club 
sponsors a 2 m repeater, W4DW, on 146.04/64 MHz. The club also 
sponsors repeaters on 223.04 / 224.64 MHz, 449.5 / 444.5 MHz, 


449.95 1445.95 MHz and a packet cluster node on 147.57 MHz. All | 


repeaters cover Raleigh, and most of the surrounding Wake County 
area. The auto-patch on W4DW is now no longer closed and is open 
to all duly licensed amateurs. 

The RARS Homepage on the Internet World Wide Web is 

http://rtpnet.org/~rars. 

1996 Officers: 

President: Cyndi Wood, KD4ACW 
116 Waterfall Court 
Cary, NC 27511 
380-7286 
snockw@vms.sas.com 
Vice President Bruce Buck KC4UQN 
305 Hillstone Drive, Raleigh, NC 27615 
848-4538 


Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
211 Dundalk Way, Cary, NC 27511 
362-9456 


Secretary: 


Treasurer: 


Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 
7329 Barberry Court, Raleigh, NC 27615 


Full Page 


The EXCITER is published monthly by the Raleigh 
Amateur Radio Society, :::d is mailed at no cost to its members. 

Letters to the Editor, technical articles, items of interest to the 
ham community and guest editorials are actively solicited. 

Any article published in the EXCITER does not necessarily 
represent the views of, the Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or 
Society Membership, nor does publication thereof represent concur- 
rence by the Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or Society member- 
ship with the contents of the article. 

Articles will be printed at the discretion of the Editor, and no 
article will be published unless it is accompanied by the name(s) of 
the person(s) submitting the article. 

All copy must be in the hands of the editor by the end of the 
Board of Director’s meeting on the third Tuesday of each month. 
Articles submitted for publication may be hand or type written, an 
ASCII file on disk transmitted electronically via telephone modem, 


|} or on the ham bands using PACKET. 


Ham related items for sale by the members will be advertised 
without charge for one issue, but may be re-submitted as often as 


| desired. These ads must be non-commercial in nature. 


Commercial ads will be run in return for the following donations 
to the club: 


Single Issue Full Year 
Business Card $7.50 $75.00 
Quarter Page $11.25 $112.50 
| Third Page $15.00 $150.00 
| Half Page $22.50 $225.00 
$50.00 N/A 


(Commercial ads must be of “camera-ready quality,” and obvi- 


| ously can not be sent viaham bands.) Due to the reprographic process 
| used, no color copy can be accepted. 


Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 
7329 Barberry Court 
Raleigh, NC 27615 
847-4641 


Mailing List: 


Editor; Curt Phillips K4CP 

(the artist formerly known as KD4YU) 
6200 Vicky Drive 

Raleigh, NC 27603 

772-0207 

cphillips@pobox.com 

CompuServe 73167,2050 


PRESIDENT'S 


CORNER 


If you missed last months regular meeting, you 
missed one of the years best meetings. It was the annual 
RARS auction and a good time was had by all. Jack, 
WOUCE, kept the crowd entertained and spending their 
money. Many thanks to Jack and the rest of the folks that 
helped him out. 

The Nominating Committee made their report and 
the club members present at the meeting voted on the new 
Officers and Board members. Since there was only one 
nominee per position and no nominations from the floor, all 
nominees won. See last months Exciter for the list. Con- 
gratulations to all of them and I look forward to working 
with you next year. 

If you’re interested in getting a Vanity Callsign, 
check out my article on the subject in this issue. It will give 
you information on how it works, what the rules are and 
where to find more information. J also have an article about 
expiring licenses and how to renew them for free. 

Please don’t forget to bring a cover dish, hors 
d’oeuvres or some kind of dessert for the Christmas Party 
on Dec 3rd. Pat, KE4FCJ has arranged a nice spread of 
turkey, dressing, gravy and other basics but we need to 
supplement that with some side dishes and desserts. 
Remember... THE MEETING WILL BEGIN AT 7:00PM. 

Look forward to seeing everyone at the Christmas 
Party! 

73, 
Cyndi KD4ACW 


The next 


NOVICE- TECHNICIAN 
CLASSES 


will be held in 


February 1997. 


Contact Lynn KO4QH 787-1111 
for details. 


For Transplant at Duke: 


KANSAS HAM 
NEEDS ASSISTANCE 


Richard Shannon, KBORNF, is going to 
need some help next year. Richard has Cystic Fibro- 
sis, a lung disease that kills young adults. He’ll be 
traveling from his home in Salina, Kansas, to Duke 
University Medical Center fora lung transplant some- 
time next year. The preparation and recovery will 
take about six months. During that time, he’ Il need a 
place to stay, some help with transportation, and, I’m 
guessing, some company. Maybe you can help. 

I met Richard the weekend of the JARSfest 
when he came to Duke for a few days of evaluation. 
We had been writing back and forth on the Internet, 
and I offered to give him aride to the fest. He’s a very 
friendly, outgoing young man, enthusiastic about 
ham radio and especially his participation in ARES 
and weather spotting. He’s also a major NASCAR 
fan. | 

As we walked around the hamfest, I could 
see he was beginning to fade a bit. The CF makes it 
hard to breathe after some exertion. His friend Mike, 
who traveled with him from Kansas, said he was 
surprised how well Richard was doing that day. 
Richard is 28, and he told me that medical advance- 
ments have pushed the life expectancy ofa CF patient 
to beyond 30. Not long ago, it killed people in their 
teens. 


A lung transplant, Richard said, is basically 
trading one disease for another. He’ll be fighting off 
his body’s attempt to reject the new lungs, but the 
trade is most worthwhile. 

His parents can’t help much. His dad is in 
the hospital with MS, and his mom works full time. 
So he’s tured, with some difficulty, to his other 
family, his friends in ham radio. He wrote that it’s a 
long shot, but maybe someone in the area would be 
willing to put him up while he’s here. Again, it’s for 
about six months. 

It is a lot to ask. But the right person might 
be out there if we get the message past enough eyes 
and ears. Maybe you could make sure this message 
gets read at your club meeting, on a net, or gets ina 
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club newsletter. And if that right person sees’ this, 
Richard can be contacted by these methods: 


Richard Shannon 

125 S. Columbia 

Salina, Kansas 67401 

913-825-6366 

kbOrnf@midusa.net (internet) 
kbOrnf@n0obmi#tncks.ks.usa.noam (packet) 


or you can give me a call or send me some E-mail. 


Thanks for checking out this request for help. 
Gary Pearce KN4AQ 
380-9944 


kn4aq.gary@mms.net 


LICENSE RENEWAL 


A club member informed me that he had re- 
ceived a very formal looking letter from the WSYI VEC 
group informing him that his license was about to expire 
and all he had te ds was fil! out the forms they sent him 
and send a check for $6.00. 

Yes this is legitimate but let me give you the 
rest of the story... 

A while back, the ARRL use to send out re- 
minder notices when your license was about to expire. 
About a year ago the FCC took over doing this. Now 
neither one will send you a reminder. The last notices 
sent by the FCC cover license expirations through Feb- 
ruary 1997. The 610R form is no longer used to renew an 
expired license. You just need to submit a 610 form to 
the FCC and it doesn’t cost you a thing. The FCC is 
allowing VEC groups to submit renewals and modifica- 
tion applications electronically on behalf of individuals. 
They are also allowing them to charge a fee for the 
service. 

So.... when you receive the renewal notice 
from WSYI you know you don’t have to pay them the $6. 
All you need to do is fill out a 610 form and send it to: 
FCC, 1270 Fairfield Rd, Gettysburg, PA 17325-7245 
You can get a 610 form off the FCC or ARRL home 
pages. See my other article in this Exciter about Vanity 
Call Signs. 


Cyndi, KD4ACW 
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VANITY CALLS 


Most of you have heard of the issuing of “van- 
ity” call signs by the FCC, but may not know the details. 

The vanity call sign program allows ham’s to 
get an old call sign back, get a new one of their choosing 
(assuming it’s available) and getting a call sign of a 
deceased relative. There are other options but I will just 
address these. 

The program so far has been divided into two 
“gates”. The first gate opened up May 3 Ist of this year. 
Under Gate 1, you could file for a previously held 
individual or club call sign or for a call sign formerly 
held by a deceased close relative. One of the restrictions 
to obtain the former call sign of a deceased close relative 
is that your license must be of the proper operator class. 
More details of eligibility criteria can be found on the 
ARRL Website (http://www.arrl.org) in ARRL bulletin, 
ARLBO026. 

Gate 2 (opened Sept 23) allowed any Amateur 
Extra class licensees to request a call sign of their 
choosing, assuming it’s available. Gate 3 (TBA) will be 
for Advanced amateurs to request a vanity call sign. 
Others will be under Gate 4 (TBA). More details of Gate 
2 can be found on the ARRL Web site in the ARRL 
bulletin, ARLBOSS. 


How To Apply: 

First you will need an FCC form 610V. This 
can be obtained online from the FCC Web site at http:/ 
/www.fcc.gov/Forms. If you don’t have Web access, 
you can call the FCC at 1-800-322-1117. You can also 
obtain more information on Vanity call signs and a610V 
form by sending a SASE to: ARRL, 225 Main St, 
Newington CT, 06111. The ARRL also offers many 
forms with their fax on demand number, 1-202-418- 
0177. The 610 form is 000610, the 610V form is 006108. 

A $30.00 fee is required with your FCC Form 
610-V application. 

Send your 610V form to: Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, Amateur Vanity Call Sign Request, 
PO Box 358924, Pittsburgh, PA 15251-5924. 

If you want to find out if a call sign is in use 
there are several databases on the Web. One is http:// 
www.ualr.edu/~hamradio/callsign.htm] 

NOTE: You may see ads by people saying they 


can get you a Vanity call sign for a fee. NO NEED TO 
DO THIS. With all the information I have given you 
above, you can do it yourself. What those ads don’t 
mention is that besides the fee you pay for their service, 


you still have to pay the $30 to the FCC. 
Cyndi, KD4ACW 


NOVEMBER VHF/UHF 
SIG MEETING 


David N4YTO called the meeting to order at 
Ronnie’s WA4MSJF site, with Sherry KB4EXL, Gary 
KN4AQ, Pat KE4FCJ, and Ed KE4ZNU in attendance. 
Glen WA4LHE reports a balance of $220, give or take 
a few bucks. The East Wake packet BBS, formerly 
KE4YOA, now operates under its new W4RAL vanity 
call. 


Marvin Ensign KC4GNO described his ver- 
sion of the K8DTS RF direction- -finding circuitry used 
with a standard HT. It includes an optional delay-line 


section for improved close-in performance. He has kits | 


available for $20 or $25 with the delay line and as- 
_ sembled units for $30 or $35. Those prices require a 
minimum ten-unit order; single units are higher. Con- 
tact Glen WA4LHE at 266-3115 to join the group 
purchase. 

Join us for our Christmas meeting on Decem- 
ber 11 (as always, the second Wednesday) at the Panda 
Inn Chinese Restaurant in the Celebration at Six Forks 
shopping center. We’ll start at 7 pm with a brief business 
meeting before chowing down. Contact David N4YTO 


at 677-8320 for details. 
Ed Nisley, KE4ZNU 
Secretary 


atthe last meeting,a B 


GREEN JACKET. 


ka Contact Cyndi KD4ACW to claim it before Greg 6 
Norman does (this is his one sure 
shot at a green jacket). a 
% eile can be reached at work 677-8000, x7440, 
ome 380-7286, e-mail snockw@vms.sas.com 
|e fg FF § hhh UGG GSC CS 


f, Ley NY 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 


-RARS Board Meeting 
October 15, 1996 


The monthly Board meeting of the Raleigh 
Amateur Radio Society was held at the Forest Hills 
Baptist Church on October 15. The meeting was called 
to order by KD4ACW at 7:17p . Members present were: 
KD4ACW, KN4AQ, WA4BPJ, KE4FCJ, K4HF, 
KO4QH, KD4RAA, KC4UQN, W4VFJ, and AC4ZO. 
The total attendance numbered 10. 

~ Onmotionby WA4BEFJ, seconded 6; KE4FCI, 
the September minutes were approved. 

WA4BPJ gave the Treasurer’s report, and said 
RARS membership is 293. 

KC4UQN gave the VP report: The Noveniber 
meeting will be the annual auction, as usual. The 
December meeting will be the Christmas party, a plan- 
ning meeting is scheduled for October 17. Pat KE4FCJ 
reports that the entertainment will be a musical group: 
The Grains of Time. 

KO4QH reported on the Education Commit- 
tee. She said there are 14 students in the current class, 
and that space in the room is tight, but the class is 
progressing well. There are'11 or 12 code students this 
time around. Also, the Education Committee has ar- 
ranged QST subscriptions for each of the 4 Wake County 
regional libraries for the next three years. 

KD4RAA gave the FM Committee report. A 
tech support meeting was held on September 24. Several 
action plans were formulated, and committee members 
were assigned specific tasks. The targeted evacuation 
date for the Bayleaf tower is between March and May, 
1997, and the Department of Transportation has con- 
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tacted the FM Chairman concerning relocation assis- 
tance. The 145.13 repeater is temporarily off the air, 
awaiting maintenance. 

KE40Q0 distributed a proposal to provide a 
“traders table” at RARS general meetings. After an 
explanation of the idea, a motion was made by KO4QH, 
seconded by KN4AQ to accept the proposal on the floor. 
The motion was carried by a majority vote. 

K4HF submitted the Nominating Committee 
report. 

The subject of use of the RARS logo was 
brought before the Board by amember, and after lengthy 
discussion, the item was tabled until more information 
could be obtained from the inquiring person. 

KN4AQ brought the news to the Board that 
RARS has placed 2nd in the 7A class for Field Day 1996. 
Complete results will be in the November QST. 

The following Board Member Comments were 
made: 

KO4QH — Her next project will be to get a 
plaque made in appreciation to Nortel for the use of the 
Technical Training Center. 

K4HF — Expressed his thanks to all who 
helped with the antenna work at NF4P. 

AC420 — General class upgrade program is 
underway. Five students. 

On motion by KE4FCJ, seconded by KD4RAA, 


the meeting adjourned at 8:49p. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
Secretary 


Regular RARS Meeting 
November 5, 1996 


The regular meeting of the Raleigh Amateur 


Radio Society was held on November 5, 1996 at the 
Forest Hills Baptist Church. The meeting was called to 
order at 7:06p by Cyndi KD4ACW who welcomed 107 
members and 3 guests. 

Mike WA4BPJ gave the Treasurer’s report and 
said that RARS membership is 295. 

At this point, Cyndi KD4ACW announced that 
the program for the evening will be the annual auction 
and that a bidders number would be required by anyone 
planning to buy anything. 
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Also announced by the President: The Jarsfest 


| is scheduled for November 17, and the RARS web site 


URL is http://rtpnet.org/~rars. 

Jeff AC4ZO gave a very brief account of the 
Field Day results. He said that once again, W4DW 
placed second. 

Cyndi announced that the December meeting 
will be the annual Christmas Party. It is being organized 
by Pat KE4FCJ, and Bobbie, K.D4ZVW. Sign-up sheets 
were being circulated, and there will be a special start 
time of 7:00p. 

Nick KD4CPL displayed two kits which he has 
received from a manufacturer. The kits were that of an 
ATV transmitter, and a down-converter, for ATV use. 

Chuk KB4MDZ announced that he is looking 
for help of acommercial nature. He is seeking people to 
do contract work on 2-way radio equipment. 

David N4YTO announced that the next meet- 
ing of the VHF/UHF SIG is scheduled for November 13 
at WA4MJF. The program will be DFing, and the 
meeting time is 7:00p. 

Cyndi described the changing procedures sur- 
rounding the renewal of ham licenses, and explained the 
call sign vanity program. She then promised to put an 
article in an upcoming Exciter. 

Bobbie KD4ZVW says that the RARS library 
will be closed until the January meeting, however, 
returns will still be accepted. 

The RARS November elections were held. 
The following people were nominated by the nominat- 
ing committee: 


RARS Officers - Two Year Term: 
Vice President- Pat Fix KE4FCJ 
Treasurer- Mike Murphy WA4BPJ 


Board Positions - One Year Term: 


Public Service Director- David Fix N4YTO 
Education Director- Lynn Pitegoff KO4QH 
Publicity Director- Gary Pearce KN4AQ 
SIG Coordinator- Rick Merkle KA3PSK 
Exciter Editor- Curt Phillips KD4YU 
FM Repeater Chairperson- 

Bernard Blackmon KC4UPX 
ARRL Liaison- Chuck Littlewood K4HF 
Field Day Chairman- § Mike Murphy- WA4BPJ 
Director at Large- Charlie Brown W4VFJ 


Robert P. Holmes 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Motor Vehicle Negligence 


& Workplace Injuries 


Smith & Holmes, P.C. 919-832-5000 
P.O. Box 1069 FAX 832-5080 
Raleigh, NC 27602 KE4FUD 


sore you willing te 
BE AN ELMER? 


|(Someone who is willing to help newcomers 
with setting up their stations, operating tech- 
niques and general "mentoring".) 


If so, contact Ed Nisley, 
KE4ZNU, 676-4525 


 N4IQA 
Robert P. Buehlmann 


Historian and Collector 
of 
Antique Radios, Artifacts & Documentation 
Commercial, Amateur and Military 


1314 Chaney Rd (919) 851-5169 
Raleigh, NC 27606 


Yet another month 
has passed and you 
haven't availed yourself 
| of the many benefits 
| of advertising in the EXCITER. § 
See page 2 fordetailsso § 

you can correct this oversight. | 


Director at Large- Ed Alderman WA4PEN 
Director at Large- Wilbur Goss WD4RDT 


Chairpersons - One Year Term: 
RARS VE Coordinator- Vince Yakamavich AA4MY 
W4DwW Trustee- Mike Murphy WA4BPJ 


The floor was opened for nominations. On 
motion by K4MC, second by AC4ZO, nominations 
were closed. On motion by KC4SAM, second by 
KB4RZ, the President instructed the Secretary to cast 
a unanimous ballot for the nominees. 

The business meeting adjourned at 7:26 and 
the floor was turned over to Jack, WOUCE. The annual 
RARS auction was held and was under the direction of 
Jack, who did his usual outstanding job. 


No door prizes were awarded at this meeting. 
Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
Secretary 


Got a NEW CALL? 


Send it into the Editor as listed on page 2 
for our big WAS/IS listing next month. 


Correspondence Lost: 


ORGANIZED 
INTO OBLIVION 


I have done about the worst thing I can do... I've 
organized my office. And in doing so, I've misplaced 
some correspondence, including some concerning the 
EXCITER. I can pretty much find things when they are an 
unorganized mess, but out of order comes chaos. (Feel 
free to read into that whatever deep philosophical things 
you choose.) 

So.... if you've written me, or submitted an article or 
whatever, and I haven't responded, please write again. 
Pretty soon, my office will be unorganized enough that I 
will be able to find things again. 


Curt K4CP 


Drive safely as you travel 


over the holidays. 


Amateur Radio - Used by Santz's Helpers 


Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 17124 
Raleigh, NC 27619 


Address correction requested. 


First Class Mail 
6/30/9 
ZthTys-A49 2? lahlluidb Hathighiedidhndiidibtadiie hie 
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Calendar of Events: December 1996 
g 


Dec 3: RARS CHRISTMAS party; 
Forest Hills Baptist Church, 
SPECIAL TIME— 7 PM, directions on page 2; story 2age 1. 
Dec 6: Hamfest, Greensboro, NC, info Alan AB4OZ, 787-1111 
Dec 11: RARS VHF/UHF SIG meeting, info, David N4¥TO, 677-8320 
Dec 12: Information Highway User Group, info, Russ Lyday KD4LLS, 782-8703 
Dec 18: Scanner/Shortwave Listening SIG, info, Curt KD4YU, 772-0207 
We're ON THE MOVE: call for meeting location info! — 
Dec 17; NO RARS Advisory Board meeting in December 
Jan 19: Richmond FROSTfest, info, Alan AB4OZ, 787-1111 


send additions, changes and corrections to the Editor as listed on page 2 


